[Successful treatment of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma with consciousness disturbance due to hypercalcemia by the calcium-free hemodialysis and combined chemotherapy].
A 63 year-old male, who was first diagnosed as primary macroglobulinemia (IgM-kappa type) developed non-Hodgkin's lymphoma after 10 month clinical course. He had huge, multiple intrahepatic nodular lesions and had consciousness disturbance due to marked hypercalcemia. Since the treatment with gluco-corticoid and calcitonin was not effective for the improvement of patient's general condition, calcium-free hemodialysis was performed. After 2-hour dialysis, serum-Ca level was decreased from 15. 2mg/dl to 10.0mg/dl. Histology of the aspiration biopsy specimen obtained from the liver showed malignant lymphoma, diffuse, large cell type (B cell origin). Combined chemotherapy (CHOP) was started and was quite effective not only for the regression of the primary lesions but also for the normalization of the serum-Ca level. The existence of PTH-like substance produced by the tumor cell was suspected and may be related to the hypercalcemia in this case. Finally, our results demonstrated that calcium-free hemodialysis is safe and highly effective for the management of hypercalcemia caused by malignancy.